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Mission Statement
“Forreston Area Business Association, an organization 

dedicated to the promotion, expansion, and preservation 

of current and potential retail, professional, manufacturing,

and service businesses within the Forreston Area.”

The Forreston Area Business Association 
is always looking for ideas for 

future projects and events. 
Ideas are always welcome. 

Contact an officer for more information 
or to join the Association.

President: Gene Green

Vice President: Dr. Tom Hughes

Secretary: Sue Ruter

Treasurer: Linette DeHaven

©2016  Every effort was made to ensure the accuracy of this publication. The Forreston Area
Business Association cannot guarantee the accuracy of the information presented here or be held
accountable for omissions or errors. Please report any changes for inclusion in subsequent editions.

Cover photos by: Angie Janicke, Robin Kerchner, Jennifer Nelson, Kathy Pasch
and Amy Schneiderman.
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East Main Street present day

East Main Street of yesteryear

1st Ave. present day

1st Ave. of yesteryear

Village Hall
present day

Village Hall of
yesteryear



A number of Ostfrisian (Northwest German) immigrants were the first
to settle in the area, as the future town of Forreston was flanked by major
routes of pioneer travel (the Kellogg’s and Boles Trails).

The original town plat of Forreston was entered by George W. Hewitt 
on Nov. 5, 1854. David A. Neal,Vice President of the Illinois Central Railroad,
followed closely on Nov. 17, 1854 with his plat that paralleled the tracks
which reached the village that winter. This explains the “V” shaped business
district and the “flat iron” shaped village hall built in 1902.

Education was of importance to the early settlers, with a one story
frame structure built in 1856. It was followed by a 3-story brick structure
built in 1867, which was replaced by a 2-story brick building in 1916. The
south portion of the current grade school was built in 2001. The high school
located east on Rt. 72 was built in 1956, with an addition in 1996. The
Forrestville Valley School District is fortunate to have a number of community
minded members that take part in Sports Boosters, FFA, Music Patrons,
Mentoring, PTO, etc.

Forreston boasts a library renovated from an early structure, along with
an Illinois State Historical Marker and a Veteran’s Memorial. There are two
fine parks and ball diamonds. Organizations include the Lions Club,
American Legion, Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, Ogle County Prairie Preservation,
and 4-H groups. The Fire Department and Ambulance are manned by
volunteers.

Forreston received national news coverage for
its “Sauerkraut Day” celebration beginning in
1913 and ending in 1960. Over 20,000
visitors crowded the streets
for the “World’s Largest
Free Meal”.

. . . a brief history
by Kathy Pasch

A look back   . . . and to the futureA look back   . . . and to the future
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Forreston Hometown Days

Tractor Show

3 on 3
Tournament

Fun Run
Pie Eating

Contest

Sunday Morning ConcertPancake Breakfast

American Legion Sauerkraut Day 
Car & Bike Show



FORRESTON DIRECTORY
VILLAGE OF FORRESTON:

Village Hall 815-938-2400
102 S. Walnut, P.O. Box 206

Police Department 815-938-2150

Fire Department 815-938-2345
Please Call 911 in an Emergency
Meeting room available for rental

Forreston Ambulance
Please Call 911 in an Emergency

Forreston Public Library 815-938-2624
204 S. First Ave.
www.forrestonlibrary.org
Hours: Mon. 9-11:30 and 2:30-8:00 
Tues-Thurs. 9-11:30 and 2:30-6:00, Sat. 9-1:00
Closed Friday & Sunday
Community room available for rental

Forreston Post Office 815-938-2161
Window Hours: M-F 8:30-12:30, 2:00-4:30

Sat 9-11:30

Lobby Hours: Daily 6:00 am - 8:00 pm

FORRESTVILLE VALLEY
SCHOOL DISTRICT #221:

District Office 815-938-2036
Forreston Junior High 815-938-2195
Forreston High School 815-938-2175
601 E. Main, Box 665, Forreston, IL 61030

Forreston Grade School 815-938-2301
401 S. First, Box 665, Forreston, IL 61030

German Valley Grade School 815-362-2279
200 Rock City Rd., German Valley, IL 61039

FORRESTON AREA CHURCHES:

Faith Lutheran 815-938-3203

First United Methodist 815-938-2380

Forreston Grove 815-938-3605

Forreston Reformed 815-928-2424

North Grove 815-938-2194

St. James Lutheran 815-938-3511

West Branch 815-734-4411

New Life Community Center
Food Pantry • Thrift Shop • Youth Center
205 W. Main, Forreston

White Oak Cemetery 
Board 815-821-4100

ORGANIZATIONS:

Fire & Ambulance Auxiliary
American Legion & Auxiliary
Forreston Lions
Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, 4-H

OGLE COUNTY:

Sheriff 815-732-2136
Ogle County Courthouse 815-732-3201

UTILITIES:

ComEd electric 800-334-7661
JULIE 800-892-0123
NICOR gas 888-642-6748

EVENTS:

Lion’s Club Easter Egg Hunt

FFA Farm Toy Show & Craft Sale: March

Farmer’s Market: June thru October

Lion’s Baseball Tournament: July
Hometown Days: July

American Legion 
Car & Bike Show: August

Vedra Golf Outing: September

Mentoring Supper/Auction: September

Christmas in the Country: December
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FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
402 1ST STREET
FORRESTON, IL

DAVID POUST, PASTOR
815-938-2380

Sunday School 10:30 a.m.
Worship Service 9:00 a.m.

FORRESTON AREA CHURCHES

FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH
402 2ND AVE.

FORRESTON, IL
SCOTT RALSTON, PASTOR

815-938-3203

Sunday Worship 9:00 a.m.
Sunday School 10:15 a.m. (Sept.-May)

Faith Kids: Wed. 3:30-5 pm. (Sept.-Apr.)

FORRESTON REFORMED CHURCH
501 3RD AVE.

FORRESTON, IL

Worship Service 9:30 a.m.
Sunday School 10:45 a.m.
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NORTH GROVE 
EVANGELICAL CHURCH

10384 W. COFFMAN ROAD
FORRESTON, IL

TIM HOTCHKISS, PASTOR
815-938-2194

Sunday School 9:00 a.m., Worship Service 10:05 a.m.

FORRESTON GROVE CHURCH
7246 N. FREEPORT ROAD

FORRESTON, IL

DREW JONES, PASTOR

815-938-3605
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

Worship Service 10:30 a.m.
Pioneer Club: Wed. 6:00 -7:30 p.m. (Sept. thru March)

WEST BRANCH CHURCH
OF THE BRETHREN

4014 WEST BRANCH ROAD
FORRESTON, IL

RICHARD BRIGHT, PASTOR
815-734-4411

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Worship Service 10:30 a.m.

NEW LIFE COMMUNTY CENTER
Food Pantry • Thrift Shop • Youth Center

205 W. Main St., Forreston, IL
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY
AG REPAIR - 
TRACTORS/EQUIPMENT:
Ag Repair & Fabrication 815-291-1964
Adv. pg. 17

Meyers Repair, Inc.
Snapper Lawn Mowers 815-938-2509
Adv. pg. 18

AIRLINE TICKET AGENCIES:
Fox/Heritage Travel 815-232-7159
Adv. pg. 15

AUCTIONEERS:
Troy Rudy 815-297-4846
Adv. pg. 22

AUTO BODY REPAIR :
Haldane Custom 815-946-3272
Adv. pg. 23

AUTO DEALERS -USED:
Forreston Auto Sales 815-238-8120
Adv. pg. 23

Green’s Motor Company 815-938-2000
Adv. pg. 18

AUTO GLASS:
N.W. IL Auto Glass & More 815-238-2869
Adv. pg. 24

AUTO SERVICE/REPAIR:
Forreston Car Care 815-938-2394
Adv. pg. 21

AUTO TOWING:
Haldane Custom 815-946-3272
Adv. pg. 23

BAKERIES:
Christina’s Bakery 815-801-1600
Adv. pg. 17

BANKS:
Forreston State Bank 815-938-3121
Adv. pg. 11

BUILDING CONTRACTORS:
R&S Builders 815-938-2211
Adv. pg. 21

CARPET/FLOOR COVERING
INSTALLATION
Sweetwood Interiors 815-938-3681
Adv. pg. 15

CHIROPRACTORS:
Schoaf Chiropractic 815-938-2225
Adv. pg. 19

COMMUNICATIONS/2-WAY RADIO:
Mobile Electronics 815-938-2586
Adv. pg. 21

COMPARATIVE MARKET ANALYSIS:
Gary Ludwig - Broker 815-938-3471
Adv. pg. 20

CUSTOM CABINETRY:
DanLee Wood Products 815-938-9016
Adv. pg. 22

DENTISTRY:
Forreston Dental
Dr. Bares, D.D.S.
Dr. Ruter, D.D.S
Dr. Haraldson, D.D.S. 815-938-2575
Adv. pg. 16

EGGS - 
RETAIL/WHOLESALE:
Phil’s Fresh Eggs 815-938-3430
Adv. pg. 14

ELECTRICAL 
CONTRACTORS:
J.H.M. Electric 815-541-3187
Adv. pg. 19

EXCAVATING:
Buckshot Ridge Farms
& Excavating 815-541-9346
Adv. pg. 18

Paul Farms 815-938-3644
Adv. pg. 19

FIREARMS & ACCESSORIES:
Smokin Gun Worx 815-938-3006
Adv. pg. 19



BUSINESS DIRECTORY
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FOOD PANTRY:
New Life Community Center
Adv. pg. 11

FUNERAL DIRECTORS:
Burke Tubbs 815-938-2470
Adv. pg. 15

FURNITURE:
Sweetwood Interiors 815-938-3681
Adv. pg. 15

GARBAGE REMOVAL/
RECYCLING:
Moring Disposal, Inc. 815-938-3602
Adv. pg. 24

GLASS REPLACEMENT:
N.W. IL Auto Glass & More 815-238-2869
Adv. pg. 24

GRAIN/ROCK HAULING:
Buckshot Ridge Farms
& Excavating 815-541-9346
Adv. pg. 18

GRAPHIC DESIGN:
Cardinal Graphics 815-618-1129
Adv. pg. 23

Kathy Pasch 815-938-3174
Adv. pg. 24

HARDWARE STORES:
Koeller Forreston Hardware 815-938-2240
Adv. pg. 14

INSURANCE AGENTS:
Country Financial.
Julie Haddad, Rep. 815-938-2444
Adv. pg. 20

Dimond Bros.
Julie Heeren, Agent 815-938-2219
Adv. pg. 22

INSURANCE COMPANIES:
Forreston Mutual 815-938-2273
Adv. pg. 17

INTERIOR DECORATORS/
DESIGNERS:
Sweetwood Interiors 815-938-3681
Adv. pg. 15

LANDSCAPE DESIGNERS:
McKay Nursery
Kent Lewis, Rep. 815-938-3344
Adv. pg. 14

LUMBER/BUILDING 
SUPPLIES:
R&S Builders Supply 815-938-2211
Adv. pg. 21

MANUFACTURERS/
PRODUCTION:
Forreston Tool, Inc. 815-938-3626
Adv. pg. 17

NEWSPAPERS:
Forreston Journal 815-938-3320
Adv. pg. 21

PHYSICIANS:
FHN Family Healthcare Center 
April Moore, MD 815-938-3130
Adv. pg. 20

PLUMBING CONTRACTORS:
Rick’s Plumbing 815-938-3174
Adv. pg. 22

PLUMBING SUPPLIES:
Koeller Forreston Hardware 815-938-2240
Adv. pg. 14

PRINTERS:
Forreston Journal 815-732-6166
Adv. pg. 21

RAW FUR & WOOL DEALERS:
Groenewold Fur & Wool 815-938-2381
Adv. pg. 16
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REALTORS/
REAL ESTATE BROKERS:
Country Roads Real Estate
Gary Ludwig - Broker 815-938-3471
Adv. pg. 20

Troy Rudy - Broker 815-297-4846
Adv. pg. 22

Choice Realty
Mary Zettle - Broker 815-541-8576
Adv. pg. 16

REMODELING/HOME REPAIRS:
R&S Builders 815-938-2211
Adv. pg. 21

RESTAURANTS:
Mimmo’s Pizza 
& Lounge 815-938-2406
Adv. pg. 14

Moolicious Ice Cream Shop
Adv. pg. 23

Subway 815-938-8052
Adv. pg. 18

ROOFING/
SIDING/WINDOWS:
Kilker Construction 
& Roofing, Inc. 815-938-2231
Adv. pg. 16

SEWER/DRAIN CLEANING
VIDEO INSPECTION:
Rick’s Plumbing 815-938-3174
Adv. pg. 22

TAVERNS/BARS:
Josh’s Saloon 815-938-2910
Adv. pg. 20

Mimmo’s Pizza & Lounge 815-938-2406
Adv. pg. 14

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
T-SHIRTS:
Cardinal Graphics 815-618-1129
Adv. pg. 23

THRIFT STORES:
New Life Community Center
Adv. pg. 11

TILING & EXCAVATING:
Paul Farms 815-938-3644
Adv. pg. 19

TOWING-AUTOMOTIVE:
Haldane Custom 815-946-3272
Adv. pg. 23

TRACTOR REPAIR:
Meyers Repair, Inc.
Snapper Lawn Mowers 815-938-2509
Adv. pg. 18

TRUCK/SEMI REPAIR:
Ag Repair & Fabrication 815-291-1964
Adv. pg. 17

TRAVEL AGENCIES:
Fox/Heritage Travel 815-232-7159
Adv. pg. 15

UPS DROP OFF:
Koeller Forreston Hardware 815-938-2240
Adv. pg. 14

VETERINARIANS:
Forreston Veterinary Clinic 815-938-3538
Adv. pg. 15

WELDING & FABRICATION:
Ag Repair & Fabrication 815-291-1964
Adv. pg. 17

WINDOW COVERINGS:
Sweetwood Interiors 815-938-3681
Adv. pg. 15
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THIS HANDY REFERENCE DIRECTORY 
COURTESY OF THE FORRESTON AREA 

BUSINESS ASSOCIATION.
KEEP A COPY BY YOUR PHONE!

SHOP FORRESTON FIRST!

MERRI COX
POSTMASTER

FORRESTON POST OFFICE

210 E. MAIN ST.
FORRESTON, IL 61030-9998
815-938-2161 F: 815-938-3563
trisha.a.oppold@usps.gov
www.usps.com

WINDOW HOURS:
8:30 TO12:30 AND

2:00 TO 4:30 MON. - FRI.
9:00 TO11:30 SAT.

LOBBY HOURS:
6:00 TO 8:00 DAILY

New Life 
Community Center

205 East Main • Forreston, IL 61030

Food Pantry & Thrift Shop
Open Tues. & Sat. 9 to 11:30 a.m.
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“Simply Better Fed.
Simply Better Taste”

QUALITY NATURAL CAGE-FREE EGGS
207 S. Walnut Ave, Box 646, Forreston, IL
815.938.3430
www.philsfresheggs.com Retail M-F 8-4:30

Dine-in • Carry-out • Delivery
Mon.-Thurs. 4 to 11 pm, Fri. 10:30 am to 2 pm, 4 pm to 1 am

Sat. 4 pm to 1 am, Sun. 4 pm to 10 pm
815-938-2406 or 
815-938-2422

111 Main Street
Forreston, IL

104 E. Main St., Forreston, IL 61030        815-938-2240

M-F 7:00 - 5:00
Sat. 7:00 - 3:00

Sun. Closed

Gary & Jane
Koeller, owners
815-938-2240

• FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED • 
• HARDWARE • TOOLS • PAINT • PLUMBING • ELECTRICAL • 
• CARDS & GIFTS • SCHOOL SUPPLIES • SEASONAL ITEMS • 

• UPS DROP OFF •
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FORRESTON
VETERINARY CLINIC

Dr. Thomas E. Hughes, DVM
www.forrestonvetclinic.comP.O. Box 337

205 First Ave.
Forreston, IL 61030

800-440-3538
815-938-3538

107 Main Street
Forreston, IL 61030

Toll Free: 877-938-3681 
or 815-938-3681

www.sweetwoodinteriors.com

•Flooring
•Furniture

•Blinds
•Accessories

Hours: 
Mon.-Fri. 
9-5
Sat. 9-2,
closed Sun. www.sweetwoodinteriors.com

Noreen
Sweetwood
Owner

107 Main Street
Forreston, IL 61030

Toll Free: 877-938-3681 
or 815-938-3681

Burke-Tubbs Funeral Homes, Ltd.
203 3rd Ave.

Forreston, IL 61030
www.burketubbs.com

JOHN P. BURKE                               ROBERT G. BURKE

Freeport
815-233-0613

Forreston
815-938-2470

Telephone: 815-232-7159
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Roger Kilker, Derik Kilker
815-938-2231
815-938-3039

P.O. Box 203
Forreston, IL 61030

Roofing - Siding - Gutters - Windows
Licensed - Bonded - Insured

Kilker Construction & Roofing, Inc.

304 E. Avon Street
P.O. Box 663
Forreston, IL 61030

Tel: 815-938-2381
Fax: 815-938-3192

Web: www.gfwco.com
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“We Deliver!”

“Where Craftsmen Still Care”

FORRESTON TOOL, INC
Paul White, Pres.

Dan McKean Vice Pres.

Building & Repairing of Plastic Injection Molds

P.O. Box 119, 400 Avon St., Forreston, IL 61030

815-938-3626, Fax: 815-938-2001
Over 35 Years Experience

“Insuring Homes and Farms Since 1877”
208 S. Walnut, P.O. Box 666

Forreston, IL 61030-0666
815-938-2273                          800-938-2270
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301 N. Walnut Ave.
P.O. Box 186
Forreston, IL 61030

Gene Green • Kevin Green
Phone: 815-938-2000

Cell: 815-238-7966
gmcgene@gmail.com

• M-F 8-5, Sat. 9-2, by appointment anytime •

815-938-8052
210 South First Avenue

Forreston, IL 61030

MEYERS REPAIR, INC.
Bob & Bill Meyers

9744 W. Townline Rd.
Forreston, IL 61030

815-938-2509

FARM EQUIPMENT

REPAIR

SNAPPER

LAWN MOWERS

Buckshot Ridge Farms & 
Excavating

Randy & Erica Bocker
815-541-9346

P.O. Box 23
Forreston, IL 61030

Grain & Rock Hauling, Waterways, and Any Excavating Needs
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PAUL FARMS
TILING & EXCAVATING

815-938-3644

Specializing in all types of waterway construction 
and field tiling

Dr. Daniel P. Schoaf
Palmer Graduate

210 S. First Avenue
P.O. Box 307
Forreston, IL 61030-0307

P: 815-938-2225
F: 815-938-9225

www.schoaffamilychiro.com

Keith Ruter
owner

Dan Cox
manager

Phone
815.938.3006

Fax
815.938.9679

304 S. Oak Ave.
Forreston, IL

smokingunworx.com
Smokingunworx@gmail.com

Complete Electrical Services
Licensed and Insured

24 Hour Emergency Service
JAMES McCOSKEY
OWNER
FORRESTON, IL 61030

PH: 815-541-3187 
FAX: 815-938-2528 

calljhmelectric.com

IF IT’S NOT FIXED...
...THERE’S NO CHARGE.
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JOSH’S SALOON

212 1st Ave           938-2910
Box 48, Forreston, IL

Open Mon. thru Sat. 11 to 1 a.m.
Sun. noon to 10 p.m.

FHN Family Healthcare Center 

April Moore, MD

803 FIRST AVE., FORRESTON, IL 61030

815-938-3130 • 877-392-7328

•FORRESTON

Julie Haddad
Financial Representative

julie.haddad@countryfinancial.com

108 S. 1st Ave.
PO Box 15
Forreston, IL 61030
www.countryfinancial.com/julie.haddad

tel. (815) 938-2444
fax (815-938-2445

mobile (608) 215-1013
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For All Your Communication Needs
Call . . .

Mobile Electronics, Inc.
Curt DeHaven, Pres.

815-938-2586 or
815-238-0025 cell

2-way Radio Service,
Sales & Installations

Authorized dealer of Icom, Kenwood
and Ritron radio equipment.

LUMBER • BUILDING SUPPLIES • GENERAL CARPENTRY

STEVE LEHNE
Owner

207 First Ave. • Forreston, IL 61030
ph: 815.938.2211 • fax: 815.938.3059

news@oglecountynews.com
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Danlee
Wood

Products

IF IT’S WOOD WE CAN MAKE IT!

(815) 938-9016
TOLL FREE (888) 897-0093

◆ Specializing In ◆
• Custom Cabinets & Counter Tops
• Furniture & Bookcases
• Entertainment Centers & Hutches
• Commercial Displays

207 S. 
Chestnut Ave.
Forreston, IL

61030

Free
Estimates

For all your Real Estate & Auction Needs!!
www.rudyontheweb.com

Troy Rudy
Auctioneer/Broker
815-297-4846

Email: troy@auctionbug.biz
IL Lic# 040000433 • WI Lic# 2618-052
5561 N. Freeport Rd., Forreston, IL 61030

www.dimondbros.com

•New Construction • Remodeling • Repairs
• Water Heaters •Water Softeners 

• Power Drain Cleaning
•Sewer & Drain Video Capabilities Utilizing 

A Diagnostic Pipe Inspection Camera

IL State Licensed
#058-147083

Fully Insured

RICK PASCH
Forreston, IL     815-938-3174 ricksplumbing@frontier.com

Video Inspection
Diagnostic Sewer
Camera Service
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Forreston 
Auto          Sales

107 1st Ave.
Forreston, IL 61030                       815-238-8120

D
erald DeVries - Owne

r

118 1st Ave. (Route 26)
Forreston, IL 61030

Open:
Monday - Saturday
11 a.m. - 7:30 p.m.

Sunday 11 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

Forreston, IL 61030           815-618-1129
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LARRY MORING
PRESIDENT

P.O. Box 158 • Forreston, IL 61030  • www.moringdisposal.com

1-800-423-0759 • FAX (815) 938-2799
Freeport 233-9216 • Forreston 938-3602

Rock Falls (815)-622-0500  • Dixon (815) 288-0500

N.W. IL Auto Glass & More
- Free Mobile Service -

815-238-2869

Lifetime Guarantee On Installations

Auto Glass Replacement & Repair
Farm & Heavy Equipment

Custom Applications
Antique & Exotics

Windows For Your Home

Jason Ludke
Owner/Installer
NGA & Essex Certified
Fax: 815-837-1463
Forreston, IL 61030

Graphics by Kathy Pasch
•Soft & Hardbound Books

•Graphics & Design
•Ads & Brochures

•Logo Design
•Custom Illustration 
•DVD Photo Videos

Box 192, Forreston, IL 61030
815-938-3174

email: paschpark@msn.com

“Illinois State Historical Society
Four-Time Award Winner”

Specializing in
Historical
Compilations

Like our page on Facebook:
Forreston Illinois History






